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Synopsis

In these two closely linked works - a travel book and a biography of its author - we witness a moving
encounter between two of the most daring and original minds of the late eighteenth century: A Short
Residence in Sweden is the record of Wollstonecraft’s last journey in search of happiness, into the
remote and beautiful backwoods of Scandinavia. The quest for a lost treasure ship, the pain of a
wrecked love affair, memories of the French Revolution, and the longing for some Golden Age, all
shape this vivid narrative, which Richard Holmes argues is one of the neglected masterpieces of
early English Romanticism.Memoirs is Godwin’s own account of Wollstonecraft’s life, written with
passionate intensity a few weeks after her tragic death. Casting aside literary convention, Godwin
creates an intimate portrait of his wife, startling in its candour and psychological truth. Received with
outrage by friends and critics alike, and virtually suppressed for a century, it can now be recognized

as one of the landmarks in the development of modern biography.
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Customer Reviews

An integral look back at Western life in the late 18th Century, and a look into the lives of two key
Romantics who just happen to be the parents Mary Shelley who in turn wrote "Frankenstein." Not
only do they include the titular texts, but the wonderful introductions and historical context that

Penguin is known for. Great buy!
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